INTRODUCTION

This book is aimed at to have a critical and
comparative understanding and evaluation of the
Pramanya - theories in Indian Philosophy. It is
certainly a difficult task for any researcher to seek
clarify at least to some extent the amazingly compli-
cated tangle of discussions that have grownup
throughout the ages around what appears to be a
simple question, is Pramanya, Svatah or Paratah?
This is one of those questions to which every system
of Indian Philosophy came forward with an official
answer. Arguments and counter arguments were
produced in never-ending stream. What is therefore
proposed in view of vast mass of material at our
disposal, is in the first place to clarify the nature of
this issue round which the theories centre and then
to examine the nature of the arguments that have
been advanced by the different schools in support of
their contentions. The word ' Pramanya is derived
from 'Pramanya 1 The iaddhita suffix 'syan, which
is generally used to denote abstract sense, is added
to it. The word Pramanya can convey three different
meanings - (i) Prama (valid cognition), (ii) Prama-
karana (means of valid cognition), and (iii) Pramata